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‘•Life grows darker every day here on the creek.” 

“To you, Mrs. Aldine, but not to all the settlers, poor as we are. Maybe your 
luck wall change.” 

“Preachers always talk that way. It’s in your training, Mr. Goodnow. 
Besides, you get about to see every new face.” 

“And old timers too. If they do not join in our church doings, I try to take 
a little of the gospel to them.” 

“Well, I for one, am ashamed to go to meeting iu the old clothes that I ve 
got. I can’t do it, Mr. Goodnow. But it’s not the meetings and the crowds that 
I miss. The trouble’s right here at home. This is Christmas eve, but, alas, where 
is the Christmas cheer?” She shook her head wearily. Her eyes wandered to 
the lone house they had just left. Mr. Goodnow took advantage of her absent 
gaze and mounted his horse. Believed by that moment or two of retrospection, 
the widowed ranch woman turned to him again. 

“Ah, if I had half a dozen boys and girls to marry and bring home mates, it 
would be lively here, for all he is gone!” 

Some troubles are beyond the consolation derived from words. The preacher 
of Led Horse meeting house was too wise to plead that Providence ordained Mrs. 
Aldine’s early widowhood or the ambition which had taken Alice Aldine away to 
college, where she and a slip of a brother, more child than man, were the mother’s 
sole support. Poor little Bert Aldine had grown up moody and dwarfish in the 
taint of universal loneliness. Solitude and a book, with Gyp, the great St. Ber¬ 
nard pet, eying him lazily from the blinking windows of his canine soul, made a. 
heaven for the young emigrant, half orphaned just when he was beginning to 
long tor a fling at life beyond the limits of home. 

Preacher Goodnow’s gaze wandered about the little hillside farm in search of 
some more congenial topic for conversation. It lighted on the St. Bernard trot¬ 
ting lazily around the curve above the ridge where the ranch trail hung like a 
shelf set on brackets. 

“Now, at my cabin,” said lie. “your Gyp would be the most welcome Christ¬ 
mas company that I could bring home.” 

“Gyp is everything except just your own kind. He feels our loss too. He 
loved father, hut he just clung to Allie. He was her keeper in childhood and her 
romping playmate always.” 

“Come, come: cheer up, Mrs. Aldine. This can’t last forever. Bert will set 
the ranch booming, and your daughter’ll come back. With her return all the 
likely fellows iu the Creek will come pouring in over that trail yonder. You’ll be 
holding pink teas, You’ll look back on these days as the only days of peace. I 
tell you, Mrs. Aldine, when Allie comes back there won’t be room in your cabin 
to turn around in. Put a likely girl on a ranch, and you’ll have all the men com¬ 
pany you want, and more too.” 

Mrs. Aldine smiled at his friendly attempt to brighten her thoughts. He con¬ 
tinued: ’ 

“ All end like the drought, the ‘fresh’ and the locusts. Yours will too, 

Ohees ur* %m‘ day is not far off.” 


•‘Bert knows nothing of ranch work. His father died too soon to teach him 
how to till the land. The boy’s all for education, yet he has no books, and now 
that he’s grown larger no clothes for his age—nothing but made over things 
from father’s stock. Those, too, will soon he all gone.” 

“Allie’s hard sense will make him all right, Mrs. Aldine. Girls are quick to 
fall into new ways. Your daughter may turn out a first class ranchwoman.” 

“I’m afraid not. Every one of her letters contains something about a young 
man she has met around college. Every day I expect to hear that there’s a match 
on between them. Young folks off alone so don’t have proper advice about 
choosing company.” 

“But your Allie is a girl of brains. She’ll look out for ‘number one,’ which 
includes mother, brother and Gyp.” 

“The Lord grant that you’re right. I have enough religion to pray that much. 
If Allie comes back, there will be joy on this ranch.” 

“Don’t you worry; she’ll come, Sister Aldine,” urged the preacher, gathering 
up the reius. “And now, Bert,” he added, turning to the boy, who came saunter¬ 
ing behind Gyp, “X say again, you’re welcome to the few books I have. But you 
know a poor emigrant dominie can’t boast of a library equal to a town minister’s.” 

“Have you any that tell about blizzards?” asked the lad eagerly. 

“Something like that among our young folks, and you shall have it too.” 

“I’ve read about a book on blizzards, and I want to see one. May I go along 
now and fetch it for Christmas?” 

“Why, Bert,” said his mother, “it’s most night and coming on chilly.’'’ 

Mr. Goodnow glanced skyward, shook his head dubiously, then cautioned Bert 
to wait a day or so. Said he: “The wind is freshening, and it comes from the 

ocean too. That means a storm. Who knows, we may hare a real blizzard for 
Christmas.” 

“It’s about getting lost yi a blizzard that I want to read. That must be fun 
to get snowed under. I wouldn’t care, with Gyp along.” 

“That’s well put in, ‘with Gyp aloug.’ Gyp’s an Alpine life saver. Guess I’d 
better be traveling along. Looks as though it were coming soon.” He clucked to 
his pony, and as he turned to the friends he was leaving he Called out gayly, “A 
merry Christmas, and many of them!” 

The varying scene along the creek made fruitful study for the artist-minister 
as his sturdy mountain pony clattered over the sandy trail. The dog Gyp-almost 
fell over himself as he snihed the air at all points of the compass, lingering lon¬ 
gest at the northwest, with his sensitive nose toward the peaks of the Bookies. 
If he read the weather signal, he made no further sign, hut, doglike, accepted 
Bert’s challenge to a race as the boy darted clown the house trail shouting: 
“Hooray for the blizzard! I ain’t afraid!” 

The widow likewise gave no sign of having - read the portents of that flurry of 
clouds rising back of the mountains. Those snowy peaks were still bathed in 
sunlight. The scene held her eyes with a strange fascination. The little clouds 
increased and rolled up like a black wall, hiding the hills and casting shadows 
across the low country at their base. Suddenly the intervening miles of sunlight 
were b!ott§d*oiit s and the atom burst over the plains. 
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~ Mrs, Aldine walked heavily after the racing boy and dog. In her mind hung 
an older picture than that which filled the eye. The visitor had stirred deep mem¬ 
ories. and she swiftly lived over the drama of years. First, the shock to John Al- 
dine's health, the sacrifice of business and home, emigration to the plains and 
death within a short year. The scanty fortune had been sunk in a quarter sec¬ 
tion, with a cluster of modest ranch buildings. Then an eastern relative offered 
Alice a scholarship, with the chances of earning her expenses for the Whole col¬ 
lege course. Bert was then a lad/of nine, whose sole idea of the country was a 
place to romp and have fun with the hayseeds. Out of this sad retrospect the 
ranch woman was shaken by the noise of the gathering storm. The cold became 
intense. Snow as fine as salt sifted down before the wind, stinging the bare face 
and hands like needles. With Bert’s erratic help, the live stock of the ranch was 
turned in for shelter just as darkness came down. 

As the boy and woman rushed with lowered heads from the stable to the 
nearest door of their cabin Gyp bounded alongside in high spirits, his nose often 
to the keenest blast. 

Indoors, the dog took his station at the window, with paws on the sill. Fre¬ 
quently he turned his pleading eyes on the others, watching their every movement 
with curious gaze. At length he set up a low whine to call their attention to the 
storm. 

“Gyp wants to tackle it, nia,” said Bert. “Tomorrow him and me’ll have a 
Christmas trip up the creek. It'll be fine fun!’-’ 

“He sniffs trouble, and so do I. The last two days I’ve seen scraps floating 
in the creek. That means tenderfoot camp up above. Bits of straw, broken 
buckets, scraps of newspaper, horse combings and the like don’t come down the 
creek from nowhere.” 

“Somebody’s coming for Christmas, ma?” asked the boy, with widening eyes. 

“Travelers, most likely, who can’t make port ahead of this storm. Only for 
the dark, I’d take Gyp and guide them in.” 

“Let me go, ma—Gyp and me.”' 

“Tomorrow we’ll all go.” 

The rancliwoman slept little that night. Bert dozed by the fire alone, for he 
couldn’t coax the dog from his vigil. Next morning Gyp's emotion was beyond 
liis control. When let loose, he ran from place to place, constantly sniffing the 
northwest air from up the creek trail. At choretime he disappeared. Bert 
shouted lustily for him, but got no answer. 

“He’s off in the blizzard, ma, to hunt the snowed unders, and I’m going too.” 

“In an hour we’ll start together.” Mrs. Aldine prepared some brandy left 
from John’s supply, also strips of blankets and mufflers. She drew on trousers 
and boots and John’s greatcoat. It was a man's task to wade that deeply drifted 
snow. Carrying the bundles between, they bravely faced the storm. 

The wind cut across their faces and drove,the freezing snow into their blind¬ 
ed eyes. Bert soon lost his vim. Mrs. Aldine realized the perils of the trip, and 
they both turned back. After thawing himself out Bert said, “Hereafter when 
folks say it’s colder than Christmas I’ll know they never struck a Christmas bliz¬ 
zard on the Led Horse.” 

Toward midday, with the sun shining brightly on high, it looked warm, from 
the windows of the ranch. “I can go on now, ma,” said Bert. “Gyp's stuck it 
out, and so will I.” 

“Gyp’s a blizzard dog; you’re only a house boy; quite a difference on a day 
like this.” 

'Well, I won’t be ‘only a house boy.’ I'm going after Gyp aad the snowed 
unders, if there are any.” 

“Gyp ought to be back by this time,” said Mrs. Aldine. Meanwhile she had 
quietly made ready for another trial. She added to her stock extra mittens for 
herself and Bert and a tin bucket filled with dry kindlings for making hot tea in 
the open. Bert carried the blankets strapped to his back. 

They had proceeded but a short distance through the deep snow -when Bert 
began to tire. 

“Gyp ought to be here to carry this pack and make a trail, shouldn’t he, ma?” 

“He may be doing better work where he is.” Bert faced it more bravely than 
before and began to see things more clearly. His mother was snow white, and he 
knew that he, too, must be covered with the powdered frost. 

“All you lack is a beard, ma, to be a big Santa Claus. I’m just a dwarf, and 
your reindeer has run on ahead.” 

“Yes, and liis tracks lead up the hill along yonder ridge. The wind has swept 
the snow away'there, and we can trail him easy. He’s found something, or he’d 
been back long ago.” 

Gyp’s tracks gradually became fainter, but the ridge itself was a guide. The 
dog would take the shortest route, and Mrs. Aldine believed that travelers caught 
in the storm would make for the shelter of an oak dump a few miles up the creek. 

Now and then she shaded her eyes and searched the line of the creek far 
ahead. The wagon trail ran along the valley, but that -was drifted even with 
snow. At last they sighted the oaks, and there the keen eyes of the rancliwoman 
could outline a peculiar snowdrift, with patches of color flung over it. Was it a 
low cabin or a log pile snowed under? Gyp's tracks led to the strange drift. Its 
shape was irregular, and something besides driven snow held up the even crest. 

“There’s a stage or a wagon,” said Mrs. Aldine. “What next?” 

“I don’t see,” said Bert, shading his straining eyes. 

“You will in a minute. Gyp’s there too.” 

Speechless and eagerly they made that last spurt. Arched over with snow, 
they saw some spokes of wheels and above them the profile of an emigrant wagon 
thickly covered with icy snow. Beyond, partly hidden by winglike drifts branch¬ 
ing right aud left aad half buried in snow, were the figures of four horses, the 
wheelers of the team almost upright in the heavy bank, and the leader in the act 
of rearing to mount the crest of a monster drift. In frantic struggle they had 
perished from exhaustion and cold. 

Gyp’s tracks led around over the horses’ bodies and the driver’s seat. Bert 
was instantly changed from boy to man. The storm had promised him a Christ¬ 
mas picnic. Here was tragedy. Death might lie beneath that mysterious mound. 
Leaping ahead, he dashed to the torn end of the canvas cover, looked in and with¬ 
drew his head long enough to shout, “Ma, it’s Allie!” then plunged through the 
hole made by the frantic G 3 r p. 

“God grant we’re not too late!” cried the mother, the full burden of her pre¬ 
sentiment surging heavily upon her heart. 

Between barricades of boxes were two figures buried in robes and blankets. 
One was Alice, and close to her waxen face lay Gyp’s. His eyes were rather hu¬ 
man than canine and seemed to say, “I have done the correct thing and saved 
her.” He had burrowed under the robes to give the freezing girl the warmth of 
his own thick coat and the heat from still warmer blood. 

* * * * * * ■ * - * * $ * * * 

“I wrote you of my marriage,” murmured the girl faintly after the victims had 
been thawed back to life. Mrs. Aldine almost dropped the cup of hot broth she 
was giving the loyal driver, Yankton Bill,, whose white and blistered hands were 
useless stumps. 

“Then, that letter was lost on the way,” said she, and for the first smiled on 
the robust tenderfoot whom Gyp had also kept from perishing as he snuggled in 
beside his freezing mistress, 

“Yes, I wrote that, but I didn’t tell you that we should cross the plains for 
our honeymoon. I wanted to surprise you Christmas day.” 

Bert and Gyp put in a lively holiday week bringing to the ranch the contents 
of the boxes stored in the blockaded wagon. They were filled with clothing; books 


" and blankets, a timely donation'to theOLed Horse meeting house folks trom the 
King’s Daughters of the Ohio town where Alice had so effectually looked out for 
number one. 

On the last trip to the drift the tenderfoot and Yankton Bill helped haul the 
sled home, for it was weighted down by a large trunk bearing the legend, “R. R., 
Orangeville, Minn.” When opened, the trunk disgorged a motley pile of stout 
working clothes very unlike a college boy's wardrobe. Mrs. Aldine turned to her 
daughter with questioning eyes. 

“Oh, it’s nothing, mother,” said Alice, “excepting that my Christmas present 
is a born and bred farmer to run the land. We’re here to remain, if you’ll have 
us, Ralph Ralston and Alice, his wife.” ROSA C. EICHORN. 
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“Pay dirt, and five hundred to the pan, or I’m a liar!” 

“Oh. Bob. do you mean it? Seems too good to be true!” 

“Sure, Tom. Guess I know ‘color’ when l see it. There’s fifty thousand 
to the box length when we come to wash out in the spring. Reckon that up, 
and see if you can make us out worth less than half a million apiece.” 

“Bob Bm*Sey, you’re off your base. I can’t believe it,” 

“Believe It or not, Tom Herrick; but even you can tell what a nugget looks 
like after it's washed out, eh?” 

Burley scooped out a handful of clean, yellow nuggets varying in size 
from a cucumber seed to a hazelnut from the pan in which lie was testing 
the dirt and held them out for his chum to examine. These two had been 
two months on the El Dorado branch of the Klondike, having come up here 
from Circle City on receipt of first news of a “strike” in this region. They had 
built themselves a hut, staked out a claim of 500 feet each along the creek 
and then set to work “burning out” the earth. 

Herrick and Burley had burned and drifted, drifted and burned, until at 
last they had an open shaft sunk quite fifteen feet, and, as Bob had declared, 
they had at last struck “pay dirt,” and had struck it rich. 

Tom took the handful of glistening nuggets from his partner, but said 
not a word. There was no doubt of the fact—at last gold had been found. 

“Well, old man,” said Bob, “what’s the matter with you? Don’t you know 
what those nuggets mean to us?” 

“Don’t I just! Bob, if the claim turns out half as good’s you think we 
can both go home, can’t we, at the end of the summer?” 

“Right you are, Tommy, every time. If you hear me say it, it’s so! But 
there’s one thing I feel compelled to say and which you won’t be so happy to 



“GOODBY, TOM, AND GOOD LUCK!” 


hear, and that is we haven’t got five pounds of flour nor an ounce of meat in 
the shack. And the deuce of it is this is the day before Christmas, and tomor¬ 
row we ought to celebrate.” 

“To be sure. Christmas doesn't seem like Christmas without turkey.” 

“It doesn’t, hey? Well, what did we have last Christmas a year ago?” 

“Bear meat and blubber, and mighty glad to get it too. But, all the same, 
it didn’t seem like Christmas, and I’ll stick to it!” 

“No, Tommy, It didn’t. A Christmas dinner always should have a bird in 
it of some sort.” 

“Well, Bob, you’re a better miner than I am, but yon can’t beat me at 
hunting. The thermometer is down to twenty-six below, and the wind is 
howling great guna, but I don't see any other way than to take my gun and 
try for a rabbit or a partridge.” 

“That’s the talk, Tommy. One of us has got to attend to the fire, and you 
are the better hunter of the two. I don’t envy you the contract, though. It 
may be down to fifty below before night, so get back before the sun goes 
down, won’t you?” 

“I’ll try,” said Tom as he slid out into the cold, clad from throat to toe 
in furs. He carried a double barrel shotgun in the hollow of his arm and a 
revolver in the belt, the latter in case he should encounter anything larger than 
the shotgun could bring down. “I’m going up to the mountain for ptarmi¬ 
gan,” were his last words to Bob, “so have a good pastry ready for ptarmigan 
pie some time early in the evening. “Goodby.” 

“Goodby, Tom, and good luck,” chattered Bob as he closed the door. 

Tom swung sturdily along through the fine, dry snow, ’which came about 
up to his knees, and derived exhilaration from the keen air and the prospect 
of sport. He crossed the creek, climbed the farther bank and came upon the 
level plateau, where the wind had wider; sweep and the cold was more intense 
than in the sheltered ravine. 

It was a long stretch, and no object intervened to break the monotony, so 
he plodded ahead for over an hour and arrived at the summer snow line, 
where the ptarmigans dwell.- The graceful ptarmigan, though brown of 
plumage in the summer when the snow is melted and the scant vegetation can 
protect it, was now* pure white and hard to distinguish from the snow itself, 
into 'which it dove and from which it darted out like flying fish ©n the surface 
of the sea. 

He was a good hunter, having carried a gun ever since he had been able 
to lift one, first practicing at the woodchucks and squirrels on the old farm, 
then extending. r^age to the moose and dser down in the woods of Sfgine. 
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So when; all of a'sudden, a white, spiritlike thing broke out of the snow and 
made off straight to windward he threw up his gun and toppled it over in¬ 
stil titer. 

Several got away from Tom's shots, their movements were so erratic, and 
there was little to distinguish between snow white bipol and bird white snow. 
At last, however, marking down where a flock entered a snowdrift, he made 
for it and stirred them up with his feet, and when they sailed out dropped 
three of them on the wing. In this manner, by pursuing the birds closely and 
keeping them on the move, he secured fourteen and then thought it about time 
to start for camp. But in all Ills windings and doublings while in pursuit of the 
ptarmigans he had so confused himself that he couldn't find the trail back to 
the creek. The sun had long since set, and hut: a faint twilight remained, 
while the cold air was getting colder, though the cutting wind had died away. 

Horn's later, tired to exhaustion, tempted to yield to the intolerable drowsi¬ 
ness that was stealing over him. and to succumb to which he knew meant 
only death, he was staggering toward the bank of the creek. But it was far 
away, and he was not sure of his bearings, when he heard the report of a fire¬ 
arm. lie answered by discharging liis gun, and not long after Bob hove in 
sight, dragging after him a sled thickly piled with skins. 

“Zounds, old man, but I got scared for you! Here, tumble on to this sled. 
Bundle up in the furs and let me drag you back home. Not a word. Do as I 
tell you. I’m boss of this expedition, my boy. Another hour and you'd have 
lain down to sleep, now, wouldn't you?” 

‘•I’m afraid I should,” drowsily muttered Tom. “I’m just about done 
up, Bob. B*at, say, I got the birds, didn't I?” 

"Yes, you did; but if you’d have gone to sleep they’d have come rather 
high.” 

But Tom heard nothing. He slept until the cabin was reached and long 
after he had been bum!Jed into his bunk. When he awoke next morning, 
refreshed and recuperated, the first thing he saw through the curling smoke 



PACKING THE FOURTEEN PTARMIGANS INTO A PIE. 

of the pit fire was liis industrious partner packing the fourteen ptarmigans 
into a pie. He had a dish as big as a milk pan and twice as deep well lined 
with dough and garnished with all the ingredients; As he dexterously 
trimmed the top crust and set the dish down for one last admiring, look he saw 
that the sleeper had awakened. 

“Hello, Tom, how d’you feel? Look at that! How’s that for a pie, eh? 
Big enough to last a week, ain't it? Where’d I get the dish? Oh, Sam 
Reynolds and his brother Dave were here after you left, and they're coming 
over to the feed. By the way, Tom, wish you merry Christmas! Same to me? 
Oh, that’s all right.! I’m a millionaire, you know, and, as for that matter, so 
are you! Pretty business for a millionaire, liey—picking ptarmigans and mak¬ 
ing a scullion of himself generally? But never mind. There’s a good time 
a-eoming by and by. Next year this time we’ll have our horses and servants, 
sure’s you’re born, Tommy, my son.” 

Thus Bob rambled on, the while setting the great pie carefully in a corner 
of the pit, which had been heated redhot with stones taken from the creek 
bed. And there it simmered and sizzled and in the end turned a delicious 
brown just as Sam and Dave came over from their cabin, farther up the creek. 

The pie was served from a stump which stuck up in the center of the 
hut. It was a pronounced success, and Dave declared that it “beat turkey 
all holler,” la which opinion he was supported by his brother Sam. Bob was 
heard to declare—in fact, Tom said the same thing—that even if he went out 
with twice a hundred thousand ounces next season he would contrive to locate 
in a section where he could have ptarmigan pie for his Christmas dinner. 
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BY HUBERT NORTHEN 
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a clever Boston 
papa ceased to be¬ 
lieve in Santa Claus. 
He had bought a 
slate and pencil and 
figured it out that the 
sleigh which would 
contain the toys that 
come to all the little 
boys and girls in the world would have 
to be as big as a house and that the 
span of reindeer that could pull it 
would be forty tons too heavy to drag 
it up the walls of the first house for 
the trip oyer the roof. Many other 


strange* things did this’ wise man find 
out with the help Ids slate and pen¬ 
cil. and then he added them all up and 
found the sum total to lie that Santa 
Claus is a myth. 

He joyfully told this to his little son, 
who was an advanced student of an¬ 
cient literature. To his great surprise, 
his little son seemed very glad, and 
•when the amazed parent asked him 
wherefore lie thus explained; 

“My worthy father, because of cer¬ 
tain ocular demonstration afforded by 
a surreptitious glance or two into our 
kitchen last Christmas eve I was grav¬ 
itating rapidly to the opinion that San¬ 
ta Claus does not exist. The only ex¬ 
planation of the phenomenon observed 
consistent with his existence seemed 
to lie that he could at once take the ap¬ 
pearance of yourself, sir, and also of 
mamma, in your nightrobes and with 
your arms full of gifts for me, and this, 
ton. while neither of you was in your 
own room. I established the alibi for 
you by a hurried visit, it is not to be 
marveled at that my faith in Santa 
Claus received a severe jostle. 

“But your conclusion revives my an¬ 
cient belief and puts it on a sure foot¬ 



ing. Yon have discovered that Santa 
Clans is a myth. Hurrah for the real, 
true Santa Claus, king of myths! Here¬ 
after I will believe in him. hope in 
him. adore him! 

“You appear astonished, parent, but 
perhaps that is because you do not un¬ 
derstand myths. There is nothing so 
real as a myth. When I say that He¬ 
lios rides across the sky in a golden 





‘YOU APPEAL ASTONISHED. 


chariot every day, preceded by blush¬ 
ing Aurora, it is as true as if I say 
that the sunrise follows dawn in all the 
lands'-of the earth. When I say that 
Hiawatha wrestled wifh the corn and 
threw' him and buried him only to see 
him rise again, I but speak of the fa¬ 
miliar industries of reaping arid sowing 
and of the sprouting of the new plant 
in its time. 

“A myth is a folk tale describing 
well through personification the attri¬ 
butes or offices of the abstract. Yes, 
papa, write that down. Let us now 
apply the definition to Santa (Tans. 

“Santa Claus’ office is to bring toys, 
sweetmeats or more useful gifts at 
Christmas. His attributes are gener¬ 
osity, benevolence, care for dependents. 
That office is actually filled; those at¬ 
tributes display themselves. Therefore, 
according' to myth law, Santa Claris 
really lives and acts his useful and pop¬ 
ular part. 

• _ 

“With a hint or two as to the man¬ 
ner of doing it. 1 will now leave you 
to pursue the study further. You will 
find it fascinating. Observe that Santa 
Claus comes out of the frozen north. 
That is as if you warn Id say that the 
impulse of Christmas giving proceeds 
from the coldest heart at this season. 
Note that he drives reindeer, pleasing 
spectacle for the mind’s eye. It is as if 
you should say that he seeks to make 
his guise or his gifts unusual, for the 
better enjoyment thereof. Consider 
that he comes down the chimney; to¬ 
ward the warm hearth of the home; 
that is a lesson to the children. Christ¬ 
mas gifts shower on the warm hearted 
and loying. 


“Father, I have only to add that I 
am warm hearted and loving. You will 
pardon me if I now' go into the library 
and write a chapter of my book on 
the truths of mythology.” 


A MYSTERY SOLVED. 


Oi* Why Little Johnny (I reen Ate His 
Christmas Dinner Standing Ip. 

Johnny Green —Pa, I 
know why you always 
ring the church bells so 
loud on Christmas. 

Mr. Green (the church 
sexton) — Do you, my son? 

Johnny Green—Yes, pa. 
It’s so the neighbors won’t 



hear in a kickin' about the cheap pres¬ 


ents you always give her. 
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1 give 50 cliff, stamps free, Canada, Mexi¬ 


co etc., to every new person making appli¬ 
cation for approval sheets at 50 p. c. pom. 
An attractive set of 13 Japanese, cat. 28c, for 
10c. A valuable stamp free to every person 
remitting 50c for stamps sold from approval 
slits. 10 fine stamps from Selangor, Soudan, 
Malay State, Canada bill, law, Martinique, 
Malta, Barbados, Gold Coast and Sarawak, 
only 20c. Address at once— 

F. W. YOUNG 105 Holt St. Dayton O. 


FREE! 


A Stamp Catalogued at 
20c to all sending their 

name and address for a copy of our large list 
of used and unused foreign stamps at 

Only One Cent Each. 

Economist Stamp Co. 


211 THIRD AVE.,NEW YORK CITY 



S. Postage Stamps. 50 varieties 
cat. $4.00, for 50c. Indian ar¬ 
row points 30c doz. Spears, 750 
doz. SOL H. HAYES, Eliza- 
1 bethtown, Ohio. Hamilton Co-. 


Collectors’ Own Catalogue to 
everyone purchasing one dollar’s 
5 worth of stamps from my 5opc. 

cTiaaIc Rpfprpnrp ipnnired 


discount approva’ sheets. Reference lequired 
Geo. A. Kn ight , 90 Mer i dianSt E . Boston, M ass 


^ sta - m P’ catal °g ue va Lie 25c, 


tree to all asking for our ap¬ 
proval selections with reference. Sop.c. com¬ 
mission, also late issues, low priced, net. 
Norman />. Lewis & Co., Amsterdam, N.Y. 


EARN MONEY FOR CHRISTMAS 


B Y selling stamps from our fine ap¬ 
proval sheets. A fine Chinese stamp 
FREE to all applicants. 

109 varieties, such as Servia, Greece, Japan, 

etc., only IOC 

20 varieties Denmark, only ioc 

20 " Norway " ioc 

30 " Sweden " I°c 

or all three of these sets for 25 cents 
Our price list sent free to; all. 

Write to-day and order from us now* 


Pequonnock Stamp Company 


Box 2108 BRIDGEPORT 


CONN. 



EXACT SIZE WHEN CLOSED. 

KLIP-KLIP Costs 25 cents. Lasts 25 years. 
Solid German Silver. Trims, files and 
cleans the nails with either hand. Sent post 
paid for 25o silver or stamps. Money 
hack if you are not satisfied. Address- 
Harry F, Trumble, Bx. 15G, So. Omaha,isebr 


BIG VALUE FOR NOTHING 


S END 20 cents for 150 different stamps and 
full information how to get money back 
and stamps free. Japan, 13 var,, 12c. 
Argentine Republic, iova.,8c. Peru 7 va.,8c. 
Uruguay 5 V a., 12c. Send for our big wplue 
amroval shorts at 5® pst cent, commission. 

REED BROS STAMP CO. 

242 Patchen Avenue , Brooklyn , hi. Y. 


Mention the Realm when answering advs. 



















































































































































































































Uhe Yontbi’s Realm 


good old days it was a tradition that if a 
miss hung up a stocking with holes in it 
she would bo punished for laziness. Boys’ 
stockings shouldn’t have nail holes in 
them nor he frayed at the toes, for the 
one is a sign of laziness in not Removing 
the nails from the boots and the other the 
boorish habit of kicking at everything in 
sight, even the new furniture. 

Jonathan Joyce. 


is published on the first of every month. 
T E R I S, 35 cents per year, in advance. 
Special Library Edition, heavy paper, 50c yr- 
Advertising Rates, 90 cents inch, 45c % inch. 
Ent’d at P.O. Boston at and class rates Jan. 16 ,’ 97 . 

A. Bullard & Co., 446 Tremont St., Boston 


Santa Claus has a local habitation and 
a name, so the only way for him to cover 
the wide realm occupied by his dear chil¬ 
dren is to have a lively gait when the 
time comes. He was born in Myra, in 
Asia Minor. He grew to fame and im¬ 
portance in Myra, and he was buried in 
Myra, but the -whole world pretty much 
has known him a thousand years, yet not 
one in a million of his beneficiaries ever 
saw Myra or even heard of it. St. Nicho¬ 
las, the original Santa Claus, was a won¬ 
derful child. He could do anything. As 
soon as he could walk he began to travel 
around and pry into other people’s af¬ 
fairs. But this was not idle curiosity. 


OLD SANTA ON THE ROAD. 

He wanted L o find out who deserved hap¬ 
piness and lacked the means of happi¬ 
ness. He found an old man in his native 
town of Patara who had three deserving 
daughters, but had no portion to give 
them in marriage, so, according to the 
customs of the country, they would have 
to remain single, a most horrible fate. 
He got together a purse of gold and put 
it in the way of the distressed father, who 
knew just what to do with it without be¬ 
ing told. He gave it to his eldest daugh¬ 
ter for her marriage portion. She was 
wed and the household made happy. 

But the good old man of Patara had 
three daughters, so St. Nicholas happen¬ 
ed around in the nick of time to help the 
other two take husbands. These acts of 

kindness and liberality afflicted the saint 
with enlargement of the heart, and he 
kept on slicing it off for the good of the 
people of Myra. He became the friend 
and patron of all who were in trouble, 
and sailors would not venture to sea on a 
difficult voyage until St. Nicholas sent 
his blessing. At last he died and was 
buried in Myra. But even his bones 
could work miracles, so the people of 
Bari, a seaport town in Italy, took a no¬ 
tion to bring the sacred dust to their own 
shores. They sailed forth as pirates, raid¬ 
ed the cathedral of Myra one dark night, 
stole the remains and all the sacred vest¬ 
ments and bore them to Italy. There 
they have remained. 

But St. Nicholas dead is like St. Nicho¬ 
las alive, always looking for trouble—the 
trouble of others which he can relieve. 
He goes about the earth in various dis¬ 
guises and under various names making 
up to worthy people what they lack to be 
happy. Children are his first care in these 
days because for centuries the children of 
Bari have honored his tomb and his 
birthday. This is the 6th of December. 

In some German countries St. Nicholas 
is known as Joseph and Klas. In Aus¬ 
tria he is a terror to the nursery and is 
called Krampus. Again in Suabia, lower 
Austria and.in parts of Russia and Italy 
the patron of children of annual gifts is a 
female bogy variously known as Budel- 
frau, Berchtel, Baboushka and Befana. 

The Germans call the saint Christ 
Kindlein (Kriss Kringle) and Pelzriickel. 
This last is because he is supposed to be 
dressed in pelz, or fur. Knecht Ruprecht 
is another German name, and the Dutch 
of Holland call him Knecht Globes. The 
popular German name, however, is Nick- 
laus, and his festival is Dec. 6, the birth¬ 
day of the original St. Nicholas. 

Frank Townley. 


[Copyright, 1901 , b}' Joel Benton, j 

One blazing star in Bethlehem’s sky, 

Bringing to ali their hearts' desire, 

Close linked with human destiny 
Shall never from its place retire. 


in Asian lands it had its birth— 

The Magi saw it and were glad; 
Hope to the stricken souls of earth 
It brought—and they, no longer sad, 


Welcomed the message burdened light 
Which came to unexpecting eyes; 
The shepherds on the hills at night 
Saw the new portent with surprise. 


Above the manger where it stood, 
By the meek oxen, open eyed, 

It rose with rare beatitude, 

And all the world was glorified. 


So let glad bells in concert ring— 

Tuned instruments lift up their voice— 

And to unnumbered millions bring 
That theme which makes the world rejoice. 


If life grow dark and joy is not 
And ali our dearest dreams deceive, 

Still comes to palace, home and cot 
The heaven blest hopes of Christmas Eve 


Busy, Jolly 
Santa Claus 


[Copyright, 1901, by Hamilton Musk.] 

Santa Claus’ long white beard, his ro¬ 
tund proportions, red, cheery face and 
generally jolly good fellow appearances 
are borrowings from pagan traditions 
and art. He is the type of one who has 
an abundance of the good things of life 
himself or can command them by the ex¬ 
ercise of some magic and wants to see 
them go around. 

The chimney and stocking business is 
all due to an accident long, long ago, but 
trust one so clever as St. Nicholas to 
know a good thing even if it happened to 
him, so he’s kept up the trick and given 
a sort of sacredness to ways that are 
sooty and apparel which is one degree be¬ 
low the unmentionable. This was the 
original chimney and stocking incident: 
St. Nicholas wanted to convey a purse of 
gold to a very worthy family which hap¬ 
pened to be in deep distress, but he didn’t 
wish to make the charity offensive. He 
reached the house on Christmas eve and, 
looking through the \. indow, saw the 
gray haired nead of the family hanging 
up his stockings to dry before a wide, old 
fashioned fireplace. After the folks had 
all retired and had time to fall into deep 
sleep the saint climbed to the roof and, 
taking the purse, dropped it down the flue 
with a sort of curved pitch which landed 
it in one of the stockings. 

Of course the recipients of this marvel¬ 
ous gift didn’t keep it quiet, and the good 
old soul who was at the bottom of it 
found o,ut how. much good he had done 


The next year he went back and saw the 
stocking in place for another windfall, so 
he chipped in another purse. A third 
year he repeated it, and always after that 
the old man hung up his stocking regu¬ 
larly the night of the 24 tb of December 
Whether or not the gold continued to 
flow in tradition does not say, but every 
child knows that Santa Claus has been 
around annually each year since that 
time and has filled the stockings in evi¬ 
dence with all sorts of things according 
to the needs and deserts of the owne'-sA 
Even birch rods, long and tough. hive 
been known to whisk from the upper air 
straight down the crooked chimney flue 

and land in the stockings of boys who 
ought to have them. It is no easy task 
for even a saint to know what each of so 
many millions ought to have, but he 
evens things up somehow so that there jg 
no cause for complaint. He hasn’t made 
any contract, and no one can reasonably 
complain if the unexpeatcd happens. 

Some people profess to be able to read 
character by the feet of the subject. Per¬ 
haps the jolly old patron of gift giving 
has learned to read in the stockings put 
before him the deeds of the owners, thus 
Udine able to reward or nunish. In the 


The Stocking;- He Missed. 

-_- 


“Well, well, but 
that’s jest like me! 
I’ve given every¬ 
body else a pres¬ 
ent and forgotten 
my own stocking.” 


Santa Claus — 
Don’t be alarmed, 
miss. I’m Santa 
Claus and have 
come in to fill the 
stockings. I have 
a ring here for you 
for— 

Miss Ancient — 
Oh, Santa Claus, 
this is so sudden! 


STAMP 

DICTIONARY 

And big Catalog of thousands 
of bargains,sent any collector 
for the asking 
Write to-day 

Also, an ALBUM containing some Foreign 
Stamps FREE to every new Stamp Agent 

Fifty per cent, commission and Purchase Tickets 
besides. A new plan .worth investigating at once. 
Large variety of stamps to select from. 

PACKET'S etc, 75 all dif., Egypt etc., 15c. iae 
all dif., 28c. 35 dif. Brit. Cols., N_ Brunsw’k etc., 
aoc. 30 dif U. S. 25c. 105 foreign, some duplicates, 
Constantinople &c., 10c. ijoo mixed for.sheets, fine, 
fi.oo. 500 U. S., all obsolete, 30c. 1000 foreign,25c. 
50 rare Mex. revs., $1. 20 Civil War revs. 43c. *10 
Cuba 12c. *10 Pto.Rico, 14c. 11 Austria’91, 1.50k, 
10c. *4 Pto.Rico postals, 10c. 
Climax illust. album,holding 
nearly 2500 stmps, 25c. Better 
one, 35c. A good album, 18c. 
One for U.S. only, 23c- Inter- 
nat‘l album $1.50; full cloth, 
2,50. Complete guide, “How 
to Collect Stamps,’’lllustratd, 

i<c. Scott's catalogue, gSc. 150 Foreign Monej 
Tables, 8c, Prices we pay for foreign stamps, illstk 
8c. Prices we pay for ne'arly 275 U.S., 5c. Prices 
we pay for U S. revs., 5c. The 3 cats., 12c. Prices 
we pay for U.S. coins, 8c. 1a Approval books ruled 
to hold 40 stamps, 10c. To hold 80,15c doz. To hold 
160, 20c doz. 40 Midget approval sheets to hold 1 
to iostps, 10c. 25 Blank sheets to hold 25 stps, 10c. 

l2 , sheets to hold 60 stps, 10c. fix 1000 
hinges already bent for use; something 
noc. Gum paper 4c sheet. Perfo¬ 
ration gauge with millimeter scale, 5c. Water¬ 
mark revealer, 5c. Pocket microscope, 17c; with 
compass, 30c. 25 printed envelope*- 
for packets of stamps, 7c; 100, 23c. 
25 better envelopes, 9c; 100, 29c. *25 
printed envelps. for coin collectors, 
toe. Dealer’s stock of stamps, al- 
bums, etc.,$1.15; better, $2.65. 

Buy of the publishers & importers and save money. 

A. BULLARD & COMPANY 

446 Tremont Street , BOSTON , MASS. 
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BOYS 


AND 


GIRLS 


WANTED 

everywhere 
to act as 
agents for 
the Realm. 

50 per cent. 

commission. Send 8c for outfit and we will £ 

yqu free besides, one package 1 

H taining : 100 foreign stamps, Jam; 

etc., 1 set 8 Japanese stamps, 1 pot 
stamp album,4 blank approval she 
i. sample best gum paper, 1 perf 
tion gauge, 1 millimeter scale, 1 
8 obsolete U. S. stamps and revs., 
our bargain lists. Write at once 
- fore we withdraw this big offer. 

A. BULLARD & "COMPANY 

446 Tremont Street , BOSTON, 
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CANAL MOTOR TESTED. 


Scats Moved Five Miles an Hoar by 
Electricity. 

The practical test of the “electric 
mule,” the new system for towing canal 
boats, was recently made in Schenec¬ 
tady, N. Y., in the presence of Govern¬ 
or Odell, W. M. Mead, deputy, superin¬ 
tendent of public works, and other state 
officials. The test was made on the 
experimental track constructed on the 
towpath of the Erie canal opposite the 
plant of the General Electric company. 
The test was in charge of Perry Thomp¬ 
son, the president of the International 
Towing and Power company of New 



“ELECTRIC MULE.” 

York; the designer of the “mule,” C. 
W. Larsen, and several officials of the 
■General Electric company. 

The official test was to demonstrate 
the efficiency, flexibility and economy 
of the machine in the question of ca¬ 
nal towage. The test was entirely suc¬ 
cessful, and Governor Odell and all 
who witnessed the experiments ex¬ 
pressed their satisfaction so far as the 
practical workings of the “electric 
mule” are concerned. 

The experiments were practical and 
severe. Four boats, each loaded with 
250 tons of sand, were used for the 
test. First, two boats were started 
T’om each end of the track to demon¬ 
strate the speed with this load and the 
ease with which the boats and “mules” 
pass. Then all conceivable tests were 
made with one “mule.” One, two, 
three and four boats were drawn, all 
west bound, against the current. The 
“mule” took the four boats west for 
the'distance at a speed of five miles an 
hour. The average speed with horses 
or mules is one and a half miles an 
hour and about two miles an hour with 
steam. 

A RAZORLESS SHAVE. 


powder. For the' new scientific* razor- 
less shave you take one teaspoonful of 
the powder and mix it with three 
teaspoonfuls of water, making a paste 
which you apply to the face in a mod¬ 
erately thick and even layer with a 
brush from your otherwise discarded 
shaving outfit. After four or five min¬ 
utes moisten the lather with a sponge 
and in five minutes more you can wash 
the mixture off, leaving a beardless, 
gash less fa®?. 

The new hair grows in much more 
slowly, but otherwise the effect is the 
same as that of a razor shave, except 
the cost of the new process, which is 
hardly worth considering. 


Trolley Cars Purify the Air, 

An Italian scientist claims to have 
established that electric tramways are 
great mediums in the disinfection of 
towns, says the Electrical Engineer, 
London. He points out that the elec¬ 
tric spark, which is so frequent an oc¬ 
currence to the overhead trolley, and 
the emission of light from the cat- 
wheel when the rail is used for the re¬ 
turn current transform the oxygen of 
the air into ozone, which has a puri¬ 
fying and disinfecting influence. The 
high discharges, he says, are frequent 
enough to influence greatly the atmos¬ 
pheric constituents, especially where 
the line passes through narrow thor¬ 
oughfares. 

Planet Named After Pittsburg. 

Pittsburg has been honored in the 
naming of a new planet recently dis¬ 
covered by Germany’s great astrono¬ 
mer. Dr. Max Wolf of the University 
of Heidelberg. The planet was “pre¬ 
sented” to Professor John A. Brashear 
of Pittsburg for christening and has 
Just been designated on the chart as 
Vpittsburghia” by Professor Brashear. 


A Novel Clock. 

A novel clock in Zurich is in the form 
of a ball which moves imperceptibly 
down an inclined plane without rolling. 
There is no spring, the sliding giving 
motion to the hands, and the trip from 
top to bottom of the inclined surface, 
a distance of sixteen inches, requires 
twenty-four hours. The ball is then 
lifted again to the top. 


THE HYPOSCOPE. 


Official Chemist of New York Invents 
a Whisker Remedy. 

Why use a razor? Why pay the bar¬ 
ber 15 cents for a shave and 10 cents 
extra for not cutting your throat? The 
answer isn’t “Let your whiskers grow” 
either, for Dr. Wolfram E. Dreyfus, 
chief chemist of the New York city 
department of charities, has compound¬ 
ed a little mixture which if rubbed 
over the face will do the trick as 
quickly and as well as the finest Shef¬ 
field razor. This is the wonder work¬ 
ing compound: Barii sulphidi, 25 parts; 
saponis pulvis, 5 parts; talci veneti pul- 
vis, 35 parts; tritci farina?. 35 parts; 
benzaldehydi, as much as necessary. 

Dr. Dreyfus has been working for a 
long time on this “pulvis depilatorius 
or shaving powder, and after many 
experiments he says that he has found 
something that is satisfactory and 
harmless. 

The several ingredients mentioned 
above when mixed together, make a 


. .. 

allow for windage a thUnibsrrew at 
*the end of the horizontal arm may be 
rotated to move the mirror contained 
therein slightly to one side or the other. 
A scale on this arm shows just how far 
the mirror must be moved for different 
velocities and directions of the wind. 

The entire instrument is very com¬ 
pact and light, weighing about a 
pound. It is provided with a holster, in 
which it may be incased to prevent it: 
from sustaining any injury when not in 
use. The parts, however, are not liable 
to be easily injured. Tn case a mirror 
is broken a new one can readily be 
slipped into the old frame. 

A company of 100 men using the 
hyposcope skillfully would be able to 
kill 700 of the enemy and wound 200 
more in less than five minutes. A reg¬ 
iment safely intrenched could kill more 
men in half an hour than the Fed¬ 
eral and Confederate forces lost in 
three days’ fighting at Gettysburg. It 
could put hors cle combat more men 
than Napoleon lost at Waterloo. 


Coldest and Lightest Liquid. 

Liquid hydrogen is by far the cold¬ 
est liquid known at tbe present time, 
says Cassier's Magazine. At ordinary , 
atmospheric pressure it boils at —422 
degrees F., and reduction of the pres¬ 
sure by an air pump brings the tem¬ 
perature down to —432 degrees, at 
which the liquid becomes a solid, re¬ 
sembling frozen foam. The liquid is a 
colorless, transparent body and is tbe 
lightest liquid known, its density be¬ 
ing only one-fourteenth that of water. 
The only solid which has so small den¬ 
sity as to float upon its surface is a 
piece of pith. 


Horticultural I’hologrrauhy. 

Apples upon the surface of which 
are perfectly reproduced the photo¬ 
graphs of the emperor and empress of 
Russia and the president of the French 
republic have been shown in France. 
Such an effect can be produced by cov¬ 
ering an apple while growing with a 
film negative of the desired picture in 
such a way that the light will in a few 
weeks, as the color of the apple 
changes, cause a print. 


Military Device destined to Revolu¬ 
tionize Warfare. 

Our successful contestants for the 
Palma trophy brought back with them 
from England a little instrument which 
is destined to play an important part 
in the warfare of the future. It is 
called a hyposcope, and its purpose is to 
enable a marksman to fire with accu¬ 
rate aim without exposing his head to 
the fire of the enemy. It was invented 
by William Youlton of Brighton and 
was used with good results in the lat¬ 
ter part of the Boer war. 

The hyposcope is adapted to be se¬ 
cured to the stock of the rifle, near the 
breech. It consists of a series of mir¬ 
rors mounted in a tube of inverted L 
shape. The shorter arm lies across the 
barrel of the rifle, while the longer arm 
hangs down at one side. The first mir- 
~ror reflects the light coming in along 
the barrel of the rifle to a second mir¬ 
ror at the elbow of the instrument, 
which directs the rays downward to a 
mirror at the lower end of tbe tube, and 
thence ft passes out at right angles to 
the eye. Thus on looking in at the eye¬ 
piece one can see the sights of his rifle 
and take accurate aim while holding 
the gun above his head. 

The vertical arm of the instrument 
comprises two telescoping sections, so 
that by means of a thumbscrew at the 
side this arm may be extended to ele¬ 
vate the device for long range shooting. 
The amount of elevation may be accu¬ 
rately determined by means of a fine 
scale on the upper section. In order to 


STANDARD ST c A o MP 

4 Nicholson Place, St. Louis, Mo. 

Wholesale and Retail Est. in 
Stamp Dealers. 1885. 

Large stock, lowest prices! 

Finest approval sheets in this 
i country at from 50 to 75 per ct. 
discount. AGENTS WANTED ! j 
I Valuable Prises to all good agts. 
New 68 -page ill. list Free. 80 ! 
diff. U. S. Colonies-.-Cuba, Thil. 
Isl., Porto Rico, Hawaii, many I 
scarce, only 25c.; 50 diff., rare | 
only, from North,South and Gen- 
j tral America (catalog over$2.00) only 25c.; 1000 j 
j very fine mixed, only 15c. Album Free witn each 
lot. Send for new list and approval sheets, FREE, j 

STMDARD STAMP CO., 4 ifieholsonPl., St.Louis.Io. 


HALF POINDrMIXED SIPS 50c 

rnn TOST .FREE A. nr 

OilU All Different Fine Stamps Zu 
STAMPS ON APPROVAL 
50 p.c. com. Send 2c postage and names of 2 
collectors, I will send you 50 var. stamps free. 
Wm. H. Hush, P. O. Sta. J, Baltimore, Md. 

Nassau Stamp Co. 

LIMITED 

233 Broadway 
NEW YORK N. Y. 

Price List of Sets end Packets FREE 



A Free Offer of 

25 CENTS „ 

Is gequivalent to the following proposition # 

■ which wc make you to-day.. If you will send 
us the name and address of any reliable 
newsdealer m your (own or neighborhood we 
will allow you for your trouble 25 c towards a 
35 c yearly subscription to the Realm. 4 hat 

■ is, if you will send us the name and one 

• dime, or 10 c in unused stamps, we will rend 

■ you, without any premiums, this paper for a 
■whole year. Such an offer as this is not 

likely to last long, and as soon as this ad¬ 
vertisement is withdrawn the offer will re- 

■ main good no longer. Present subscribers 

■ may extend their subscriptions by remitting 
■at once. Non-subscribers should embrace 

• this opportunity to secure the Realm a 
> whole year for only ioc, thus saving 23 c by sub¬ 
scribing at once. Names of newsdealers in 

■ Boston and vicinity will not be accepted- up- 

■ on these terms. Send other names at once to 

A. BULLARD & COMPANY 

446 Fremont St., BOSTON, MASS. 
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^DCCpIFTS boys^®^ 

Sis If® if i! girls, men and women m 
«Sj§ II ESH Ha who will sell The LittleX 
^^Giairt Ink Powder to their friends atff 

5c per package Byi 
Simply mixing witlr 
water one pack a gel 
makes more than tins 
ordinary ink bottle, 
full of the best writ 
in g and copying inks 
(jet black ) in the 
world . We trust you! 
with 10 packages to! 
start. . When sold,, 
send us the money' 
and we will forward! 
you any premium, 
for selling50c worth* 
or we will send, on( 
receipt of the above, 
amount, a 2nd lot om 
powders,if you wish! 
to earn a more valu-j 
able premium, giv-jj 
ing you credit for" 
your fi r s t remit 1 
tance. Or,if you preri 
fer, we will pay you! 
a cash commission! 
of 40 per cent, in 
Race of a premium.! 
Return all ink you. 
cannot sell in 14 days* 

For selling 2 to 16^ 
packages, we give( 
rare collections of© 
^postage stamps and many other things.. 
f For selling 8 peks, a stamp album to hold] 
a2000 stamps; for selling 12 peks, 1000 asst,.! 
.foreign stamps; for20,Seott’s Catalogue;! 
“for selling 10, big stamp and story paper] 
^oneyear. For selling various amounts! 
.we give typewriters, presses, rifles, cam 
'eras, telescopes, musical instruments ’ 
Jbooks, chemical wonder boxes, mineral! 
.collections, dynamos, watches, t< le- S 
'phones, etc. Send for our complete,! 

ILLUSTRATED PREMIUM LIST & . 

, of hundreds of choice gifts, and 10 pack-| 
)agea ink powder to sell. A ddress 

THE FAY CHEMICAL COMPANY, 1 
BOX BZ, STA. A, BOSTON, MASS. f 
For our reliability we refer you 
to the Editor of this paper. 
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A MILLION 

ST AM 


To be GIVEN AWAY for 

the addresses of collectors 
in your neighborhood. The 
more names, the more stamps. 
Send a lo stamp for return 
postage. A BULLARD & Co. 
446 Tremont St., Boston,Mass 


Make Money 

500 Cuban stamps to retail at $5.00 
too different stamps to sell at $1 00 
and also a beautiful set of Peru which you 
can either add to your own collection or sell. 
This set of Peru catalogues for more than a 
dollar. We will send all of the above for 
ihe name of one collector, and 50 cents. 

MANHATTAN STAMP COMP’Y 

ISO Nassau St. .New York City 


I 5 C Different Foreign, Cuba Crete, China, 
lUO Nyassa (giraffe) etc., only 10c post 
paid. Stamps on approval at 5op.c. discount 
to all sending references. Edgewood Stamp 
Go., 38 Clarkson St., Dorchester, Mass. 

'J'J Var. Italy 8c. 25 var. Germany 10 cents 

**** Ecuador 1896 complete set unused -25c. 
Fine stamps on approval at 50 p.c. discount. 
Your collection or duplicates bought for 
cash or exchanged. Pricelist free to all. 
Wolf Stamp Co., 1100 Hoffman St.,Balto.,Md. 

Send Six 2 Cent Stamps 

a NP receive by return mail 200 mixed 
stamps, 100 stamp hinges and fine pocket 
album- Number limited. NORTH WIST 
STAMP €0., S42S Monroe §t,,8|>ok&»e,waah. 
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NO MORE STAMP THIEVES 


A NEW IDEA FOR A COLLECTION 



Gigantic scheme to 
clear the philatelic 
seas of pirates has 
at last been plan¬ 
ned out, and in all 
probabilities will be 


put in operation by the first of 
January, 1904. If a considerable 

U J 

number of dealers will co-operate 
in the movement (and there is no 
doubt but that they will) the 
modest sum of 5c per week will 
ensure, so to speak, the dealer 
against a large per cent, of loss 
due to dishonest agents. The pub¬ 
lishers of this paper, who have 
suffered with the rest, are the 
promoters of this scheme, which 
will be explained in full to every 
dealer within a few days. 

In brief, the service will consist 
of reports sent out every other 
week to each dealer who enrolls 
himself on the list. The reports 
are made up of names sent to 
headquarters by dealers all over 
the country, and include not only 
the bona-fide stamp thief, but the 
petty substituter, as well as the 
party who never succeeds in get¬ 
ting a selection of stamps sent 
him on approval, due to the tard¬ 
iness of the mails (?) or for other 
reasons. Other parties, whose 
faults may be too numerous to 
mention, or who may be classed 
as unprofitable agents to do busi¬ 
ness with, generally speaking, 
may also be reported. The hon¬ 
est agent will hail with delight 
this piece of good news, for it 
will throw in his way much of 
the business heretofore placed in 
the hands of the unreliable. 

Dealers will put more confid¬ 
ence in their agents and send 
them a better class of stamps on 
the average sheet than it was pos¬ 
sible to do heretofore, and the ob¬ 
jectionable party will no longer 
find it a profitable business to sell 
stamps on approval. 



HE present methods of stamp collecting were inaugur¬ 
ated years ago when varieties were few and cheap 
and albums small. The only noticeable change in 
later years has been towards specialism, which has 
had for its aim the lessening of varieties in the indiv¬ 
idual collection, but which, in fact, has only multi¬ 
plied the number of varieties in catalogues and al¬ 
bums and made collecting all the more difficult for the 


The new XL S. 2c stamp has at 
last arrived. We look in vain for 
the grinning features of Mr. Dool¬ 
ey, who, we are told, adorns the 
2c value which has been in use 
these several months. Nobody 
ever supposed it was a real like¬ 
ness of the venerable Washing¬ 
ton. The new stamp is a great 
improvement in point of design 
and printing. The lettering is 
more distinct and the contrast of 
deep coloring and white is more 
marked. Collectors who think 
that the 2c stamp to be retired 
will become rare, owing to its 
short life, will get mistaken. A 
stamp in use but a few months, 
to become rare, must either be a 
high value or come from a country 
doing a small postal business, 
such as a native state of India. 
Twenty years hence, if you will 
look up in the catalogue this 

Continued on third column. 


every-day collector. If stamp collecting were a pursuit just discov¬ 
ered this year, it would be undertaken in quite a different way from 
the present method, there is no doubt. The old-fashioned idea of a 
single collector obtaining a complete, or even a fairly-complete, col¬ 
lection of all the varieties of postage stamps in existence, would 
never have entered the heads of its present-day promoters. This 
idea has grown with the pursuit from the days when such a collec¬ 
tion was possible. To-day it is an absurdity for anyone to hope to 
obtain fifty per cent, of the varieties of adhesives which have been 
issued since 1840. 

Let us compare for a moment an old-time collection with the par¬ 
aphernalia which goes with the modern outfit. Notice the compar¬ 
ative size of the albums then and now, and also tie catalogues! 
More than twenty-five editions of Scott’s catalogue were issued be¬ 
fore the book contained fifty pages. Now we have seven-hundred 
pages full of minor varieties, by means of which a stamp is multi¬ 
plied into several stamps, just as if the number of distinctly new is¬ 
sues were not alone sufficient to swell the tide of varieties into a sea 
wide and deep enough to drown the enthusiasm of a staunch sup¬ 
porter of the pursuit, to say nothing of the novice who embarks on 
his tiny craft with a twenty-five-cent album under his arm and 
twenty-five cents in his pocket to blow in on stamps. Over stimu¬ 
lation^ the cause of men seeing double vision with one pair of optic 
nerves; and when we take a common stamp and multiply it into 
twenty varieties, we may lay it to an intoxicated brain and not to 
cool, clear judgment. When philatelists sober down to a clear 
vision of things, they will regard this minor-variety business as the 
greatest folly of follies that has entered into the pursuit. 

What can be done in face of the present state of affairs? The 
blue lead must be drawn through something. First of all, it ought 
to strike out every minor variety—whether variety of shade or of 
watermark, perforation or roulette. Then we get back to where we 
were about fifteen years ago, except that we are still snowed-under 
by subsequent philatelic storms of new issues which become more 
numerous each year, as time goes on. Here, then, is another prob¬ 
lem to be solved now or in the near future. 

The anti-specialism movement must not stop half way on its 
journey towards reform. It must carry out to the extreme the 
principles on which it is founded, if it would make a lasting im¬ 
pression upon the minds of philatelists. And here let us suggest 
what it ought to do with the set of stamps which are all of one or 
similar design. It ought to select one stamp of the set for the rep¬ 
resentative of that issue, and regard all the other stamps in the set 
as minor varieties of that particular specimen. A .collection founded 
on that principle might be as complete as it would be unique. Let 
us illustrate more fully what we mean by this, by telling how such a 
collection could be made. 

—-AUSTRIA- 






1850 


1858-9 


1861 


1863-4 


First, get a good blank book, or better still, a couple hundred 
leaves with holes punched in the left hand margin so that the pages 
can be assembled, tied with a cord, and inserted in a loose cover 
made to fit the book. Then, write the names of countries at the top 
of each page, and rule off squares, one square for each set of stamps 
of similar design. Where every stamp in a set is of an entirely dif¬ 
ferent design, however, two or more of the cheapest or most common 
varieties might be collected. Our illustration of the first four issues 
of Austria will make clear the arrangement we recommend here. 

If, instead of sending a man to Congress to represent a large body 
of people, each person went to Washington as his own representa¬ 
tive, the city would not be large enough to accommodate the crowd. 
Send a representative stamp into your album for each issue and you 
can make a fairly complete collection for a modest outlay. 


BIfc; ^Continued from first column, 

identical stamp, you will find it 
has not advanced one cent in 
value. If it had been a 3c stamp, 
on the other hand, the advance 
would have been marked in less 
than ten years. 

A bill before the house to al¬ 
low large manufacturers to pay 
a lump sum to the postmaster for 
packages mailed in quantities 
instead of affixing stamps to each 
package, would affect the circu¬ 
lation of U. S. stamps, of high 
value, should the bill pass, and 
no doubt raise the catalogue 
value of such specimens. 

We commence this month an 
extended series of articles de¬ 
signed to help collectors to obtain 
and preserve the best col¬ 
lections possible for the smallest 
outlay. These articles will con¬ 
tain ideas entirely new to every 
collector of postage stamps. 


are giving away 

~ , GAMES, 

TRICKS 
PUZZLES 

•stories, 

RECIPE MANUAL 
ETC., ETC., FREE 

Not one game or one 





I,trick to each person, 
but an assortment of the above making 


500 for each person 


and including- IIAUMINATER GAMES, 

such as Dominoes, Chess, Nine Men Morris, 
Fox and Geese, etc.; Startling TRICKS of 
Sleight of Hand foi* stage ana parlor enter¬ 
tainment; chapter of Conundrums, the best 
you have ever seen; PUZZI.ES, with correct 
answers; STORIES for long evenings; Recipe 
Manual of trade secrets, telling how to make 
such articles as colored inks, glue, baking pow¬ 
der, bluing, paint, tooth powder, candy, etc. etc. 
One of these recipes originally sold for $ 100 . 00 , 
You have an opportunity to get rich making and 
selling the artic es described here. Also some 
choice cooking reeipes and hundreds of other 
useful and entertaining devices, including the 
magic age card; how to memorize dates and num¬ 
bers by a wonderful discovery invaluable to teach, 
ers and scholars; deaf and dumb alphabet; some 
trood experiments: etc., etc. Just think of it, 


500 OF THE ABOVE FREE TO 


500 


EACH PERSON 

who sends only ten cents for a 
8 -months’ trial subscription to 


our great paper for young and old. All we* ask is 
that if you like the paper show it to vour friends or 


„ . - t -BL .. -O yc 

speak a good word for us by way of an advertise¬ 
ment. This offer is to introduce ourselves to 100,000 
new subscribers. If the above supply of games etc. 
become exhausted before you write to us, we will 
return your money. But we advise you to write 
at once to secure the above. Address t 

BE A LM t Station A 9 Boston,Mass, 


Good Stamps 50 to 70% Dis. 


23 


Cat price.My price 

War Dept., complete set 4.71 ’ 2.10 

" " 12c cat 30c for 12c; the 

15c, cat 20c for 8c; the 30c cat 50 20 

Interior Dept, ic to 30c ~ 3.38 1,45 

Navy " 15c blue 3.00 1.12 

Treasury " 10c brown 25 12 

U. S. 1869 ic buff 60 

Rev. 20c Certif, imp, cat 20 for 8c; the 
25 Entry Goods, " cat 25 for I2c;the$i 
E.Gds,im,cat75 for 28. $5 Manfst2.5o 95 

Canada 6c maple leaf 12 5 

Chile 1891 1 Peso 25 10 

Curacao,’92 12)4 grn,or 25 brwn,ea 4 2 

" 1891 25 on 30c 30 13 

" 1873 50c violet 30 15 

New Brunswick, i860, used set, ic, 

Sc, ioc, 1234c and 17c 3.05 1.00 

Oldenburg 1862 3g bistre 1.00 45 

Prussia 1850 6p vermilion 1.50 55 

4 dif entire Salvador Postals 10c; 4 dif entire 
Nicaragua postals 1 oc; 3 dif entire Salvador 
envlps 10c. Approval selectipns cheapest 
on market at 50 p.c.dis. To applicants 3 Ven- 
ezuelnd stps free. Rare net stps to responsible 
parties. Price list free. H. J. KLEINMAN 
3643 N. Marshall St., P h i 1 a, Pa. 
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Send names 2 refs. ___ 

I HoE s ancl five F|||» 


SCOTT’S 11 


Cats. Prizes with 


bums every order 


if ._ 

0 $1 to fioo; goods cost twice as much 

it bought separately. Particulars free, 
state amt.you wish to invest,the larger the cheaper 
2000 va. and 74 other prizes, large sales; approval 

S. Montgomery,Some* 
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LONG RANBt SPEAKING. 


English Political Addresses Report¬ 
ed by Electrophone. 

As far back as July, 1901 , the Elec¬ 
trophone company, limited, of Loudon 
announced that if a sufficient number 
of telephone subscribers could be se¬ 
cured a regular house service of tele¬ 
phonic theatrical and music hall per¬ 
formances could be furnished at $25 
a year. A subscriber wishing to hear 
a particular concert simply would have 
to call up the central office and ask 
for that connection. London newspa¬ 
pers have been the first, however, to 
make commercial application of the 
device. 

A party of journalists was invited 
by the Electrophone company to listen 
at its offices in Londou to Mr. Balfour’s 
speech at Sheffield, 220 miles away. 
They were ushered into the reception 
room, and each man was seated before 
a double telephone receiver. Just be¬ 
fore the beginning of the address these 
were adjusted over the ears, and every 
word of the speech was distinctly 
heard from beginning to end. The 
sharpness of enunciation and the shad¬ 
ings of tone were accurately repro¬ 
duced. 

The electrophone is a modified form 
of telephone. The transmitters, which 
correspond to the mouthpiece of the 
ordinary telephone, are very large, 
powerful and sensitive. In transmit¬ 
ting Mr. Balfour’s speech six of these, 
mounted on a heavy cast iron base, 
which rested on felt mats, were jJSaced 
on a table at the front of the platform. 
Only two were used, the other four be¬ 
ing held in reserve in case of accident. 

The success of the Sheffield experi¬ 
ment induced the company to fit up 
a similar line between Glasgow and 
Greenock for reporting Mr. Chamber¬ 
lain’s speech at the latter place. Four 
reporters at the office of the Glasgow 
Evening Citizen “took the speech,” and 
got the greater part of it without any 
trouble. Several times Mr. Chamber- 
lain stepped out in front of the table 
on which the transmitter stood, and 
this led to considerable blurring. Two 
extra transmitters which had been 
placed at the edge of the platform 
were unconsciously muffled by hats 
being placed over them, but even un¬ 
der these adverse conditions a very 
good result was obtained. 

A subsequent speech of Mr. Cham¬ 
berlain’s at Birmingham was reported 
by electrophone for the London Daily 
Mail, and the paper containing the 
speech verbatim was selliug on the 
streets less than half an hour after its 
delivery. 


ONE HORSE RAILROAD. 


Clieap and Effective Adaptation of 
Mofeora.il Idea. 

Light railways are used to a much 
greater extent in Europe than in this 
country. Narrow gauge lines are quite 
common there, and in some parts of 
France the engines used on these lines 
appear wholly insufficient for the se¬ 
rious work which they really perform. 
In some cases their motive power is de¬ 
rived from naphtha. 

It was thought that the minimum 
limit of economy had been reached 
in-the construction of the narrow gauge 
line, but a patent has been recently is- 



Guatemala 


RETAIL 

1902, Pictorial Issue, complete set, 10 var.,. 
from ic to $2 inc., unused, o. g. $1.00 

Same as above, used .85 

1903 surcharges, 25c on rc, 2c, 6c, 10c, 

75c, and on $1.50 unused o. g. or used 1.00 
1903 same asset above,complete set, inc. 

25c on $2.00 1,75 

Above sent post paid with 1902 set from ic 
to 20c inclusive. 

10 cents extra if registration is desired. 

WHOLESALE 

1902, Pictorial issue, unused, 0. g. stamps, 
regardless of values preferred, at 1-8 of 
face value. 

Same stamps as above, used at 1-10 of 
face value. 

1903 surcharges, used or unused, o. g. at 
following prices: 

25c on ic, $3.50 per 100 

25 " 2C, 4.OO " " 

25 " 6c, 4 50 " " 

Set of 6 var., 25c on ic, 2c, 6c, 10c, 75c and 
on $1.50 at ,$7 per 1.0 sets 
Complete set of 7 var., inc. 25c on $2 at 
$12.50 per 10 sets. 

Postage extra, at the rate of 25c per 1000 
stamps, including registration. Please remit 
by greenbacks in registered letter, (which I 
prefer,) or if not convenient, by money order 
made payable to me at New York City. 
Reference: Messrs. Periin & Co., 106 E. 23d 
Street, New York. 

ALBERT L. GODOY&TA 


'j? Old Civil War checks with stamps to all 
^ sending stamp. Set. N. Borneo ’93 9 va., 
catalogued at $1.38 for only 30 cents’ 
Dealers—Send for our $1 mixture on approval 
CENTRAL CITY STA MP COMP ’ Y 
232 West. Castle St., Syracuse, New York 


Dear Friend; December 10, 1903. 

In selecting a share of your trade 
for the holidays and winter months, we can 
offer you a choice line of stamps and supplies 
at very reasonable prices. Write us what 
you wish sent on approval. The 1904 Cata¬ 
log contains all the latest changes in prices; 
it will be sent for 58c post free. 

Respectfully, Arthur C. Ballard 

l 225 4th St., Baraboo, Wise. 


ivell MIXED £ 
U^$‘U U. S. or FOREIGN 8 OC 


35 va. Belgium 12c. 1000 Faultless hinges 8c 


25 


Cuba and Porto Rico 


25c 

50 " Australia and adjacent islands 40c 
ioo"U. S.20C. 2oovaU.S.5oc. 5oova forn.7?c 
Approval sheets at 60 p.c. References requir’d 
Also, we are always ready to purchase your 
duplicates or collections. 

A FEW SETS & COLLECTIONS 

Nicaragua 1890,-50c I and 2p 10c 

" "1, 2, 3, 4 c 8 c 

" " official,20-50C,1,2,5,lop 2 5 c 

100 var. So. America 50c 

roo va.British Colonials 50c. 1000 va.for’n$3 

1 500 va. from all over the globe $5 

"V^esternStp.Co., 7o2NY.LifeBlg. Omaha,Neb 


A STAMP DICTIONARY FREE 

to all, also our 1904 price list of thousands of 
bargains. Agts 50 p.c. and prizes. Every new 
agt gets album. A.Bullard&Co., Sta. A,Boston 


sued for a system of transportation 
which lifts the distinction of being of 
still smaller dimensions. In fact, it 
has but a single rail. This patent has 
been issued to a Viennese engineer. 

The cars of this system are mounted 
011 two wheels, one following the other 
and both deeply grooved to prevent 
them from leaving the rail. The car 
is balanced on the tracks by being par¬ 
tially supported on the back of the 
horse or other animal which comprises 
the motive power. An arm fastened 
rigidly to the vehicle passes over and 
partly around the horse and rests on a 
saddle suitably constructed for the pur¬ 
pose. In addition, the animal is har¬ 
nessed to the car in the usual manner 
with the use of traces, and the work 
of moving the load is done in this way, 


A CORRECT 
ANSWER 


i 902 AMD I 903 f{ 


man had 16 pieces of wood four feet 


long to saw into one foot lengths, llow 


many times did he have to saw to com¬ 
plete the work? Send a silver dime with your 
reply and receive 25 all different nice clean 
stamps, catalogued at 35 cents or more, A 
wrong answer brings you only 15 stamps. 
I tell you how to make money easy. 
Please pay 1 cent of the return postage. 

Herbert F. Butler 

Newton Center Mas 4 
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We are the LARGEST DEALERS 
IN STAMPS !N AMERICA! 


152 different foreign stamps including Servia 
(murdered King), India, Egypt, Australia, 
etc. Price only 10 cents. 

1300 other packets and sets, also albums, 
catalogues and thousands of cheap stamps 
at 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 and 5 cents each are described 
in our large illustrated Price List sent 
FREE on application. 

Finest Approval Sheets! Best 50 per cent, 
sheets in the world. All alphabetically ai- 
n.nged and easy to select from. Quickest 
selleis for agents. Write for a selection to-day 
Want lists filled for advanced collectors. 

New England Stamp Company 

9 R BROMFIELD ST..BOSTON, MASS. 


100 va?-.foreign Stamps for names 
and addresses of 2 collectors and 
2c postage. Only 1 pkt. to a customer. 35 var. U. 
S. stamps 10 cts.” 10 U". S. revs.,long 13 cts. ioco 
hinges 8c. Album with spaces for 600 stamps 10c. 
READ STAMP CO., TOLEDO, OHIO 


A CHRISTMAS PRESENT 

a U, who send us the names and addresses 
of 2 honest stamp collectors and two 
cents for postage will receive a rare stamp. 

Union Stamp OOij Holyoke^ Mass. 


q WORTH OF STAMPS FOR d* | 

close out my entire stock of !. 

stamps I have put them up in one grand mix¬ 
ture of every country,—Europe, Asia, Africa, 
Australia, So. America, etc., and will sell 
1000 stamps for $1, and guarantee $5 worth 
catalog in every packet or return your money. 
Chas. C. DeSelms, Richmond, Indiana 


HERE! BIG 10 ct. BARGAINS 


28 var. Australian stamps 10c 

25 Mixed entires 10 c 

1000 U. S. or foreign stamps 10c 

Approvals, 40 p.c. to 75 p.c. discount. Jobs. 
EDWIN EWELL Nashua- Iowa U S.A 


1000 U. S. stamps collected by a 


church before 1890; includes 4c 
green, 5c blue, 5c & 10c brown, etc.,only 25c 
Lea and Dodson Stamp Company 

440 Rebecca Street, Pittsburg, Penn. 


wer $2.98 FOR YOU 

G reatest free offer ever made. 

20 var. unused. Write now and you 
will not be disappointed. 

ELMER SMITH, COLUSA, ILLS. 


Fine Collections of 

ImctMp I^elics 

and MINERAL) Specimens. 

LITTLE GIANT MINERAL COLLEC¬ 
TION, NO. 11, contains 13 fine specimens, 
including- SILVER ORE, labeled with 
name and locality. Packed in mailing 
boxes, post free, 20c., or with REALM 
one year, 38c. 


ANCIENT INDIAN POTTERY. COL¬ 
LECTION NO. 12. Dug up in Elbert 
Co., Ga. One box various fragments, 
showing ornamental work. Very inter¬ 
esting archaeological specimens, only 20 c. 
box, post free, or with REATM one year, 
42c. 


COLLECTION NO. 13 contains one large 
box of ’ INDIAN POTTERY FRAG¬ 
MENTS, large, characteristic specimens 
only, showing a variety of ornamental 
work, from Elbert Go., Ga. Per box, 
$1.25, post free. 


NO, 14. BOX INDIAN ARROWHEADS, 
fine points, from various kinds stone. 
Box 12 Arrow heads dug up in Wilkes 
Co., Ga., 27c., post free, or with REALM 
one year, 40c. 


NO. 15. INDIAN ARROW HEADS, fine 
points, various stones, box of 12 from 
Lincoln Co., Ga.., 27c., post free, or with 
REALM one year, 40c. 

NO. in. INDIAN ARROW HEADS from 
Abbeville Co., S. C., box of 12 for 27c., 
post free. 

The above 3 fine ' collections of arrow 


heads, post free for 73c. 


TAMPED ENVEL¬ 
OPES (except U. S.) 
are not priced in Scott’s 
1904 catalog. We 

have a few 1903 cata¬ 
logs which price both 
adhesives and envel¬ 
opes. We will sell these, while they last, for 
35c a copy. A bargain. 

A. Bullard & Co., 446 Tremont St., Boston 
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20 


25 

So 


BARGAINS FOR EVERYBODY 

25 all different Cuba, catlog val. 60c, for 25c 
" " " " $1.85 " 60c 

Dutch Indies, catalogue 
value 77c for 30c 

" Guatemala, catalogue val. 

75c, for 25c 

" Guatemala, " " 

$2.68, for 85c 

All stamps offered are genuine- postage 
stamps, no reprints or revenues. 

No torn stamps; ail nice clean copies. 
Collectors andl agents wanted everywhere to 
sell stamps from our famous approval books 
at 50 per cent, discount. 

THOMAS STAMP COMPANY 

209 W. 109th St. N. Y. City 


The Collectors Own Catalogue 

given with $2.00 worth of stamps at 60 per 
cent discount. v MANIIEIM STAMP 
CO., James Creek, Pennsylvania 


OK VARS. OLD CIVIL g 

0=58$ War Revenues I ■ 


17c 


U 


Varieties Old Civil War 
Revenues 

NITED States and foreign stamps on 
approval at 50 per cent, discount. 
Premiums for agents. 


Fred G. Jones 

201S Brook St, Louisville,K.y- 


2 Egypt Salt Tax 


F la t* Is Stamps, large and 

I 1 ,-hrm Lass pretty, for the 

names of two collectors and 2c post¬ 
age. Only one set to each. 

King’s Head Packet; 10 var. King’s heads 
from Sirait Settlements, Transvaal, &c, 10 

Guatemala 1902, 4 pretty stps, cat. 14c, 07 

Dime Album, holds 480 stps,5c. Same, board 
covers, for 600 stps, 10c. Imperial, board 
" " 35 °° " 3 0C - International, " 

11 illust., $1.50. 1903 Standard Cata, 58 

50 Blank Sheets 10c. ; 100 for 19 

10 " Approval Books 15c ." " 90 

1000 Faultless Hinges, 8c. 5000 for 30 

Wholesale List for Dealers. PRICE LIST 
FREE. New Buying List, book form, com¬ 
plete, ioc. C 3 ) Postage, 2c extra on all orders. 
TOLEDO STAMP CO., Toledo, Ohio. 


FINE LOT 0E POSTAL CARDS 



E probably have more unused 
Foreign Postal Cards than any 
other dealer in the world. 
Nearly 500,000, more than 
two truck loads. 

Prices are way down. Fine set of 20 varie¬ 
ties of Dominican Republic cards, including 
double cards, post paid for 50c. 10 var. Hon¬ 
duras cards 25c. 10 Nicaragua cards 25c. 10 

San Salvador cards 25c. All prepaid. 

Fine collection of 100 varieties foreign cards, 
all unused $2.60, Send for lists wholesale or 
retail. The new catalogue out soon. Sent 
post paid for 58c and an entire sheet of 100 
Cuban revenues free with order. 


J. E. HANDSHAW, 
Smithtown Branch .... 


X. Y. 


A PIANDSOME. 

WATCH FREE !! 

Stem wind and set; solid nickel case; gun- 
metal finish. Get one now.Send for particulars 
GEO. F. TITUS Norwalk Ohio 


STAMP DICTIONARY ami LIST 

FREE to all. Every new agent will receive 
an album containing some foreign stps. free! 
50 p.c. com. A.Bullard&Co., Sta. A, Boston. 


A. BULLARD & CO., Sta. A, -Boston, Mass. 


js? THE JUNIOR & 

BETHLEHEM, PENHSYLVAHIA 

1 1 n ANTS 10090 more subscribers and to se- 
§y|l cure them quickly offers, a trial sub- 
scription of one full year for 25c and to 
each new subscriber who will send the names 
and addresses of 2 stamp collectors, there will 
be sent a number of unused stps. to the cat. 
val . of . 25c. Read the monthly Stamp Dept, 
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The Collector's Oicn 

Cat alogue 

Of the Adhesive 

Postage Stamps 

of all tuit ions of the world 

latest edition, fully illustrated, 
describing- and pricing the 
stamps as they should be in 
both used and unused con¬ 
dition, complete from A to Z 
in one volume, for only 


A BEAUTI¬ 
FUL SET of 

Cuban Rev¬ 
enue stamps for names of 
2 stamp collectors and 2C 
for postage. Only one to 
each. iooo fine die-cut 
hinges "8c; iooo fine mixed 
eign 14c; 1000U.S.12C. 

50 blank apprvl shsets 10c; 100 fc>r 19c;. 6 
China loc; 4 Guatemala picture 5c; 2 entire 
Egyptian envelopes 5c; 7 Hayti 16c. 

4 L Our complete price list of sets, packets 
and supplies, FREE. 

AGENTS WANTED 

TIFFIN STAMP CO., Tiffin, 0. 


TO Cents, Post Free 1 


Twelve months were consumed in 


.. . a preparing the 

copy, setting the tvpe and making the plates for 
thin wonderful book. No .expense has been spared. 
The leading catalogues of the world have been 
consulted and thousands of stamps examined in 
order that the prices given shall be consistent 
throughout and reflect the actual state of the mar- 

ket. Fictitious values placed on stamps oi minor 
variety have been overlooked and an attempt made 
where possible to give the best average price for 
the average specimen of each distinct issue. 1 he 

illustrations are profuse and the system of classifi¬ 
cation the simplest and best that could possibly be 
devised, so that even the youngest collector will 
no longer have the least difficulty in looking up the 
stamps in his collection. This book is a necessity 
to everyone who collects s,tamps and we have made 
the price 10c in order that every collector may own 
a copy. Before we innovated the popular, low- 
priced edition, no complete catalogue could be 
purchased for less than five times the cost of this. 

Invest to cents in this book and you will save, 
when buying or selling stamps, many times its 
value the first week you own the book. Book 
No. 21 . Order by number, published by 

A t BULIAHDC COM FAN Y 
446 Tremont St., 'Boston , Massachusetts 


10 


Blais 

Free I 



W'e, will send post free a package 
if ten books to any person re- 
nitting 35 c for a year's subscrip- 
ion to the Youth’s Realm, 

Books are not for sale and 6- 
nonths’ subscriptions do not apply to this GREAT". 
)FFER. Read the titles of these ten-great works : 
Stamp Dictionary of philatelic terms No. 7 - 
\ more complete work than the one given 
fee with our price list. 

Stamps, Prices paid for old stamps. 

Jtorifs, “Charles’ Surprise” and others' 


8 . 
10. 
6 . 

1. 
52 - 

2. 

" sc 
" So- 
" 13 - 


Story, “The Hidden Box’ ’ Ohnstead 
Stories by Altgeld. " 

Receipts, Household receipts and hints^ 
Chemistry, How to do experiments. 

Lincoln, Stories of him. liidpath 
War Stories, by Rutpath 
Toys, How to make them at home. 

* If BULLARD & CO., Publishers, 

U6 Tremont Street Boston, Massachusetts 

A/VE BUY 
STAMPS 

What eaa you offer us? 

STANDARD STAMP Co. 

INCORPORATED. 

4 : Nicholson Flack. ST. TOUTS, MOS, 

kT CHoicis coins is ""cents* 

3 old Liberty Cents IS cents. 5 old U. 8. 
coins 25e. Indian tomahawk 80c. a Indian rel ¬ 
ies 30e. 100 diff. postage stamns 18c. 10 curb 
osjties 15c. My price list old liberty cent. 10 
. choice stps 10 e. W. P. Arnold, Peaeedale.RT- 

~ ~ EL ECO RLATELICO 

A monthly publication in English and Spanish 
Interesting to collectors,profitable to advertis¬ 
ers. Circulates in all countries. 50c per year, 
U. S. currency. Ashton & Villanueva, box 45, 
Pto. Plata.)Dominic*n Repub. Refers toBealm 



STAMP COL¬ 
LECTIONS 

felVEN 
AWAY. 

V HIS big outfit 
consists of 
j one WORLD 
stamp album, lat¬ 
est edition, fully 
j illustrated with 
cuts or th< various postage stamps of the 
j world, and provided with spaces tor a large 
j collection of 2,300 varieties ; one sheet of best I 
j hinge paper for mount ing stamps ; one packet I 
i of 100 stamps, cataloguing about $1.50, and I 
I including : Shanghai, Jamaica (Jubilee, etc.) 

I Bogota, a U. S worth 25c, Argentine, Cuba L 
50c, unused, of 1875, ’ 79 , ’So, Mexico, Servia, | 
! and others ; and our illustrated list s of stamps * 
and premiums. This collection will give you 
a good start, and what duplicates you find can 
be exchanged with the boys for other stamps. 
This great collection free, as a premium, it 
I you will send only 35c for a year’s subscrip-1 
tion to this paper. You never before heard of j 
an offer equal to this one, made simply to add 
xo,ooo or more names to our subscription list. 

Collection not sold without subscription, 

REALM, Sta.A, Boston, Mass. 


aoieieK aeieK* x&fr&o*. 

i £pl Y NEW WHOLESALE LIST ^ 


just issued sent on application to 
^ Stamp Dealers Only. Apply to-- v 


'J? Wm. v. d. Wettern, Jr., 411 W. Sara- 'jt 
T toga St., Baltimore, Jhl. T 


MOW READY 

STANDARD POSTAGE STAMP CATA¬ 
LOGUE for 1904 

Post Free. 

Bound in Cloth $ .50 $ .58 

Bound in Leather 1.25 1.35 

Bound in Leather, Interleaved 2.00 2.16 

INTERNATIONAL POSTAGE STAMP 
ALBUMS. 

19th Century Edition, from $1.50 upwards. 
20th Century Edition, for stamps issued 
in 1901 and 1902 only, from $1.00 upwards. 
Imperial Albums, Bound in Boards. 25c., 
post free. 

Imperial Albums, Bound in Cloth, 40c., 
post free. 

Circular of new packets and sets free on 
application. 

Scott Stamp & Coin Co. 

18 East 23d St., New York 


FREE 


To every applicant en¬ 
closing reference for our 
fine approval selections 
4 unused stamps which 
catalogue for 30 cents. 

ARCAINS 


Belgium iS86to 1891, 2 fr violet 
Chile 1892, I peso brown and black 
" 1900, 50c. brown 

Hungary 1888 3d brown and gold 
Japan 1892, 1 yen carmine 
Labuan r 896* 25c blue green 
Russia 1S90, 35k violet and green 
18S9, ir brown and orange 

Postage Extra. 

Peidmont Stamp Co. 

STATION A RICHMOND 


07 

12 

08 

08 

03 

04 

°3 

08 


VA. 


THE NEW YEAR'S REALM 

•Will be——- 


A BIG ISSUE 


for Stamp 

Dealers 


looking for agents and good stamp buyers from the Klondike 
on the North to the Gulf of Mexico on the South. It is an 
insignificant place indeed where the Realm does not go. 

Don’t forget to send 90c for an inch or 45c for ^ inch at once. Write 
also for reduced rates on 6 continuous insertions for the winter 'and 
spring season. A. "Bullard Sr Co., 446 Tremont St., Boston. 


€( Mention the Realm when answering ads . 


too 

All Different 
Foreign Stamps 


SPECIAL OFFER 


BOTH 


THE ERA 

Eight Weeks 
On Trial 


ONLY TO CENTS 






We make this offer to introduce the > 

WEEKLY philatelic era 

A bright stamp paper, full of stamp articles, thousands of stamp bargains, notes on new issues 

and questions answered 

A Yea’rs Subscription 52 ISSUES for 50 CENTS 

“Once a Subscriber — Always a Subscriber,” 

PHilaiteiic Era PublisKixig Company 


355 Washington Street 


STAMPS ON APPROVAL 

PRICES BELOW SCOTT'S CATALOG , 

A N D half com. allowed. Age uts wauled. 

Buying or Selling Catalogue of Coins, 
Stamps. Paper Money etc. 10 c each. Sent pre 
paid for 25 c: 20 Foreign Coins; 10 old U.S cop- 

S er Cents; 10 Confederate or Broken Bank 
ills; ni -200 vafi. torn. stps. We buy and sell. 

STAMP & COIN EXCHANGE, 

212 Broadway , N. Y. CITY. 

WE GIVE YOU FREE g a o^X 

for every $2 worth net you sell from our ap¬ 
proval sheets at 50 to 66% p.c. discount. We 
will send you $4 to $10 catalogue value to 
sell from, if good reference is given. 

031 All A STAMP <& COIN CO 
Omaha :: :: : : :: Nebr, 

Cheapest on earthjcatalog free 

106 diff. Hawaii, Philippines, etc., for 6c 
310 " rare, worth $4.30 for 32c 

525 " worth $8 for $1.20 

iooo " worth $24, for fine collection 3,00 
Omaha’s set l-loc;i2c. Buffalo set i-ioc;i2c 
GREATER NEW YORK STAMP GO 
128 East 23d Street New York N. Y. 

U. S. Stamps for approval sheets fine mix¬ 

ture, a large var., all good saleable stamps. 
Stamps to catalog ic each, per 100 $ .20 

ff II tf op ft HU * Co 

„ , . 3 C C a * * jo 

• " " 4 c " " " I.25 

quantity at % price. Higher vals.as cheap. 
Blank apps. to hold 25 stps., nicely ruled and 
printed, 25 for 10c; 50 for 15c; 100 for 25c 
American Stamp Co., Huntington, Ind. 

RFF WI 4 I 7 T Youneed one or more of 

Utti w* nibi these famous bargains,but 
you must send at once or you’ll lose it. They 
will not last very long at these prices. 
50 var. foreign stamps, cat. over $3 for 50 c 
50 “ “ “ “ “ 1 . 50 “ 25 c 

50 “ “ “ “ “ 1.00“ 10c 

25 British Colonies “ “ 1 . 00 “ 25 c 

25 U. S. revenues “ “ 1 . 00 “ 25 c 

HOME CITY STAMP COMPANY 

Box 1352 Springfield, Mass. 

BARGAINS 

France unpaid, 6 var...5c 

Greece 10 " . .. 3c 

Chili 6 " ....5c 

China 3 " ...5 c 

Mexico 6 " .4c 

Argentine 10 " .... . 4c 

Costa Rica 4 " ...4b 

Lombardy 6 " . ...4c 

Bulgaria 10 " .5 c 

Antigua 4 " c-at. 26c.6c. 

Dutch Indies 6 " ..6c 

Australia 10 " ..2c 

Postage extra on orders under 25 cents 

W. H. Matlock, Springfield, Ills. 

* 


Boston 


Mass. 


OUR XMAS 
PACKET 


—■mm 

C ONTAINS 1000 different stamps, rare 
Salvador, Departments, old U. S,, 
Hawaiian Islands, scarce Japan,Canada, 
and triangular Liberia, Antigua, Jamaica, 
Borneo, Labuan, New Foundland, fine 
assorted War Revenues, Isles of the Sea, old 
Europeans, Obsolete Provincials; 

Price of Packet only $5.00 

CL Stamps on approval at 50 per cent, com¬ 
mission. CL Fine rare lots for advanced 
collectors. Please send us References 

1904 List Just Out. 

E. L. WARNER 

6 2 6 AUDITORIUM HOTEL 
Chicago # Illinois 

a~~bTg chTristmas OFFER 

F REE with every order received before 
Jan, 1, 1904 a Porto Rico, (baby) cat.8c 
I set Columbus, I to loc, 8 va., fine 9c 
1 set Pan- American, I to ioc, 6 va., only 5c 
Gt. Britain 1901, King Edw., 11 va., only 9c 
Mexico 1S99, 7 va., obsolete, only 8c 

Germany i9oo-’o2, 19 va., only 15c 

U. S. revs. ’98, pjva., only 4c. U. S. revs, 
’98-02,400 to $5, la var. cut., only 2ie 
Cash with order under 50c. If not satisfactory 
money refunded. Postage extra. Armin 
Frankenheim, 136 Christie St., New York. 

XMTW BAY $26 A WEEK and 
W ML Jr/*. 1 all expen ses 

to men with rigs to introduce our poultry 
goods. Year’s contract; Bank ref. Splendid 
premiums for your customers. Address, 
Guarantee Mfg. Co., Depi.i,Springfield,IlIs. 

APPROV- 1 
AL 

SHEETS Uneqnaletl 

Send reference at once 

Elmer S.MartinCo.,Inc 

Minneapolis . •. Minn. 
Sample Phil, World free 


















































































































